AN Ab’IERICAN TE. DE.UM is a seven-movement work for treble chorus, percussion, piano

and solo violin and cello. Treble choirs are continually becoming more professional and prominent,
and the need for a larger cadre of extended works for that medium is increasing. Economy of
instrumentation is also essential to many ensembles that frequently tour and whose concert seasons
are multi-faceted.

I decided on the Je Deum text, written some sixteen centuries ago, as the centerpiece for the work. Of
course, literally hundreds of musical settings of Je Deum have been written, but the vast majority of
them are for mixed chorus and not for treble voices. I also wanted to vary from the traditional text in
places and find writings from American poets that | could infuse into the mix.

Lastly, | wanted to explore some musical style changes in various movements of An American
Te Deum that would reflect a bit of the “melting pot” of styles that one finds in American society. For
example, the first movement is percussive and rather angular in nature, while the second movement
reflects a hint of jazz and “Gershwin-style” harmony. “Vouchsafe, O Lord” (movement V1) is written as
a straight-forward motet, while other movements capture yet a different style. In summary, the
nature of An American e Deum is not unlike a “musical quilt,” constructed with treble voices, a
traditional text in English and Latin, American texts in English, various musical styles laced into the
middle, and the whole of it framed in a rhythmically and harmonically colorful accompaniment of

percussion, piano and two solo strings.

ZRS
I. WePraise Thee (Laudnmus Te) .................. 3
ILThe Angels Song........oeevvveneeverenceernnnnnnn. 11
(Tibi Cherubim et Seraphim)

I Sanctus....coeuvinieeiieieiieiiieecmeeeneeneen lo]
(The Glorious Chorus of Apostles Praise Thee)
IV.ToGod Our Strength ...........c.covcevnnnnnenn. 25

(TuRex Gloriae)
V. Like aFeatheredDove.........ccccovuuueen..... 36
VI Vouchsafe,OLord.........cocevvvvvvennnnnen. 42
VILIn TheeHavelTrusted...........cconveeneennen 48
(Repnse and Chorale)

Z RANDALL STROOPE is widely known as a conductor, lecturer and composer. Choral groups under his
direction have taken nearly 60 national and international tours, including Japan, England, South Africa,
China, Sweden, Russia, Finland, the Baltics, eastem Europe, Canada, and beyond. He is the Artistic
Director of a summer festival in England and is the Director of Choral Studies at Rowan University in
Glassboro, New Jersey. His choral works are recorded on Passages, vol. [ I, and [l The Choral Works of
Z Randall Stroope. (See www.zrstroope.com for more information.)




Commissioned by the Kalamazoo Children's Chorus in celebration of their

25th anniversary, Fred Sang, Artistic Director

An American Te Deum

SSA/piano/violin/cello/percussion

) I. We Praise Thee

Text: Traditional (Laudamus Te) Z. Randall Stroope
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II. The Angels' Song

(Tibi Cherubim et Seraphim)

Text: "The Angels' Song"
by Robert Lowry (1826-1899)
+ and traditional Latin
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I1IL. Sanctus
(The Glorious Chorus of Apostles Praise Thee)

Text: Traditional
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IV. "To God Our Strength"
(Tu Rex Gloriae)

Text: Tradtitional
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Text: Isaac Watts (1719)
adapted from Psalm 55

V. Like a Feathered Dove
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Vouchsafe, O Lord

VI

Text: Traditional
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